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Ephesians 5:1-7
READ: vv.1-7
INTRO:

Overarching theme of this section of Eph.:
Ephesians 4:22 that, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit, 23 and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind, 24 and put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth.

Today: imitate God; walk in love
· last week: imitate God, walk in love by forgiving each other
· this week: imitate God, walk in love by moral purity, thoughts words & deeds

vv.1-2
1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children; 2 and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma. 

Soon as mentions ‘love,’ point to supreme ex.: Xst’s love..

Immed’ly back to heart of gospel: cross where J. was sin offering to make propitiation for us…
· well deserved wrath (v.8 “because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.”
· just judge

· necessary punishment for justice’s sake

· Jesus in our place

Paul uses OT lang. here to express: “Christ…gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma”
· beautiful typology here in OT sacrificial offerings
· can’t go into much, but OT Mosaic offerings roughly 3 cat.:
1. sin/guilt: symbolize remove sin
2. burnt: symbolize dedicate self to God
3. peace / free will / votive: symbolize fellowship with God
· latter two are ‘fragrant aroma’
Example: at dedication of OT priests
· analogous to us being born again as a kingdom and priests to our God, directly relevant to us

First step: sins of priests had to be dealt with: 

Exodus 29:10 "Then you shall bring the bull before the tent of meeting, and Aaron and his sons shall lay their hands on the head of the bull. 11 "You shall slaughter the bull before the LORD at the doorway of the tent of meeting. 12 "You shall take some of the blood of the bull and put it on the horns of the altar with your finger; and you shall pour out all the blood at the base of the altar. 13 "You shall take all the fat that covers the entrails and the lobe of the liver, and the two kidneys and the fat that is on them, and offer them up in smoke on the altar. 14 "But the flesh of the bull and its hide and its refuse, you shall burn with fire outside the camp; it is a sin offering.

1. hands laid on bull = symbolic tf. of sin to bull

2. blood poured = evidence of death, fulfilling Law’s demand: wages of sin is death

3. rest burned, mostly outside the camp = total rejection, punishment in hell

NOT a fragrant / soothing aroma
2nd step: priests now cleansed and acceptable to God symbolically offer up themselves, their lives, 100% to God:
Exodus 29:15 "You shall also take the one ram, and Aaron and his sons shall lay their hands on the head of the ram; 16 and you shall slaughter the ram and shall take its blood and sprinkle it around on the altar. 17 "Then you shall cut the ram into its pieces, and wash its entrails and its legs, and put them with its pieces and its head. 18 "You shall offer up in smoke the whole ram on the altar; it is a burnt offering to the LORD: it is a soothing [i.e. fragrant] aroma, an offering by fire to the LORD.

1. Again, hands laid on in symbolic I.D.

2. entire ram burned on the altar
3. this one is a ‘soothing [fragrant] aroma’
God is pleased and accepts the offering of their now purified lives.

This is what Jesus did for us!  Chronologically, first, He bec. a burnt offering:

· sacrificed heaven, gave up everything, all visible divine glory and divine perogatives

· came to earth and lived a real human life entirely for God, a “fragrant aroma”

· like a king choosing to become a street begger for the sake of some rebellious traitors in his kingdom!

But then J. sacrificed even more.  At the end of His fragrant aroma of a sacrificial life, J. sacrificed and offered up even His own righteousness and rel. w/God on the cross
· cried out in agony: My God, My God...

· on the cross, Jesus, the burnt offering sacrificed for us, also became Jesus, the sin offering killed in our place:
2 Corinthians 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.

· J. became sin for us!

· as tho’ He’d committed our sins

· as tho’ we’d put our hands on His bloody, thorn-crowned head and tf’d our sins to Him

· He went from being a fragrant aroma of a burnt offering to being a stench in God’s nostrils, the stench of our sin
· So God abandoned Him: “My God, My God…”

This willingness to be abandoned by God, to go to hell, was part of Jesus’s fragrant aroma burnt offering.

· what I just said about J. a stench in God’s nostrils not withstanding, at the same time God was pleased with Christ’s loving obedience in going to the cross

· and that love smelled sweet!

Why was God the Father glad that Jesus was willing go to the cross?  Why was it a fragrant, or pleasing, aroma to Him? 

· Bec. the F. loved us very, very much, loved us enough to sacrifice His own Son to make us into His childern.
· we who were formerly “sons of disobedience”—perverse rebels, enemies, depraved, haters of God

· Bro, sis, let your heart be softened again by God’s love for you!

In view of that love and that new status as God’s children, what is God asking us to do?

· now we are to imitate our Father, God.  

· In other words, we are to live our human lives the way Jesus, true God and true Man, did.
· He’ll never ask us to be a sin offering—nor could we!

· But we are to be a whole burnt offering, fragrant aroma of a sacrificed life.

What is He asking us to do here?  What is He asking us to sacrifice?  Not much!  Not anything, really—at least not here in verses 3-7

READ: vv.3-7
3 But immorality or any impurity or greed must not even be named among you, as is proper among saints; 4 and there must be no filthiness and silly talk, or coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks. 5 For this you know with certainty, that no immoral or impure person or covetous man, who is an idolater, has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. 6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. 7 Therefore do not be partakers with them; 
At least three things emphasized here: sexual immorality; greed; all bad / improper language.  Additionally, ‘impurity’ a general term for anything morally unclean.
That’s what we’re being asked to give up!  It might be hard, but it’s certainly not much of a sacrifice.

Why must we give these things up?  Bec. these sins result in the wrath of God.  “Let no one deceive you” (v.6): And don’t kid yourself!  The lie of the devil in every age is: “You surely will not die!”  You’re sins aren’t bad enough to deserve punishment in hell.  Or maybe: In fact, there is no hell.  Or frequently: There’s not even any afterlife!  In every generation, the same lies are told.  Don’t believe them.

If there were no wrath for sin, no punishment, no hell, Jesus wd/nt/have had to die!  No need for OT symbols, sacrificial rites, nor for NT reality, bloody x-ificition & “My God, My God…”  The only One who’s ever come back from the dead tells you there really is a punishment.  (If doubt Bible’s true, see me!)
Those who persist in these sins and never repent do not have “an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God” (v.7).  That’s where we all came from:

1 Corinthians 6:9 Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, 10 nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 Such were some of you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God.

Warning: “will not inherit” heaven.  But also good news: ALL past sins can be forgiven; even ALL sins committed as a Christian can be forgiven:
1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. … 2:1 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous;

J. Himself will plead our case…

All can be forgiven.  But there’s one thing  that can never be accepted: tolerating sin in your life.

Let’s briefly look at three areas highlighted here:

Sex:

The command:
1 Thessalonians 4:3 For this is the will of God, your sanctification; that is, that you abstain from sexual immorality; 4 that each of you know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor, 5 not in lustful passion, like the Gentiles who do not know God;

What is forbidden: any arousal outside (monogamous, heterosexual) marriage

· incl. pornography, masturbation, necking, petting…

· incl. stumbling others, such as with immodest dress or inappropriate talk
Get desparate!  Get accountability!

Two suggested rules:…

Greed / Coveteousness:

BREIFLY: Cannot pursue God and mammon
· Do not set your heart on it, regardless of whether it’s money or some other worldly desire or ambition (academic success, a spouse, children…)
· Do not fear or worry about it

· Get your heart busy desiring the salvation of the lost and the sanctification of the saved and the tempation will greatly decrease!

Language / Conversation:
Sons of disobedience—us pre-salvation—like to think and talk about lust, greed, and all kinds of filth.

· even like to make a joke out of their own sins!

· no concern for the impact on others

· still less any intent to edify.

But the child of God looks at it differently:
· God is listening!

· Love does no wrong to neighbor

· Our goal is drawing unbelievers to Christ and strengthening believers.

Proverbs says: 

Proverbs 4:23 Watch over your heart with all diligence, For from it flow the springs of life. 24 Put away from you a deceitful mouth And put devious speech far from you.

· Must guard heart about all else, bec. it influences thoughts, words and deeds
· therefore we sh/nt/talk about evils things casually, for amusement or small talk bec. it puts things which displease and dishonor God into our hearts and the hearts of the ppl we’re talking to

· it stumbles ourselves and others—notably including our own children

· when necessary, walk away—“do not be partakers with them” (v.7).  Be polite, but change the subject / let them know / walk away.
N.B., ness’ly implies not reading, watching or listening to such for entertainment, relaxation, or amusement.
· if you don’t protect your heart / govern your thoughts, you won’t be able to control your words and your deeds

· AND if you aren’t supposed to say or do it, you surely aren’t supposed to watch or read it for pleasure!
· THEREFORE will govern your inputs: NOT 

· lustful

· coveteous (incl. all selfish ambition, incl. romantic desires

· impure (approving or glorifying dishonesty or any other impurity

· full of filthy talk or coarse humor

· eliminates 90%+ of T.V. & movies!

· eliminates 90%+ of best seller novels!

· eliminates 90%+ of fashion magazines, whether targeting females or males!

Too hard?  Look again at your hand…on that bloody, thorn-crowned head…then decide.
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